
Opnuroru

Manp ainst the
backdrop of recession

falllIr .rrcrr l llangl:r,lcsh
I rncarurcs 147 ffn
I q,,rr" li[nrrlers. Il is

the ur)rt dcnsely-fx)pulatcd
coulry in llxr world. llerc
144 nrillioll people live.
lirrrr 950 Jreople inhahit in
rnch srluarc kiknDcicr, which
is r.trc in llxr world. L sont'
slrrpllr\ \rrrrlers, $,ithout
harll^-rinr lllc producttnl
and scrr icc sccti)r.i, 8()
;rhron(l il ir.rcise\ llx' indi.
vidnnl irl(rnD. :r h.lps lhe
colrntrt (':rnr n rch r|ccd!'d
lirrcign crchanuc.

Aecorrhrrg to Ilarrgl:rrJcrh
Iiorrorrrir srtrr<-y 1(X)8. tl*'
errrpLryrrtt'nl rlnl)n(l iur(l thr
rcrrrrllrn(. ()l lhc
Ilnnglndc\h (l\t'cllrng lhn)ad
havc hccn crnrlrihuting
llrech l() thr rcdtlcli(nr of
uranrployrx.nt arrd thc cco
n(nnt rl''!.lotnn.u t)l lhc
!(!rrrlr\ nn(l thc cnhanct'-
rncnl ol l(lr.ien currcncy
rcrt'rle.'fhc prolissioual
s\illerl. :cnri-slilk'rl :rrttl un-
\lrllcd nr;rIlp(nrcr ('f thc
corrntr v h:rrc hccn crrr:agctl
rr dilli'rrnl ei'[Iltn(-\ {)l thc
\{trrl(l rn( lu(linrr i\4 ttld lc.
lr st. la\(('ptinS a lc\ cxccp-
lirnr\. lh. rnta rrl llranJxrwer

cr[x)rl ol' lhc country is
incrtasing cvcry ycilr.
Ncarly 5.69 

'rrillionIlangladcshis werl rlllroad
with t()h\ frorn rlr )ear 1976
to 2{X)8. l]rcaking;rll tlrc
pasl rccord 1i.1.1.0(10

llrrngladcshi cili/clrs w( [l
nhroird only i[ 2007. It is
I l8.2Jra rnorc thiu tlxlsc of
prerious years xntil 2fl)(r.
l)unrg lhc lirsl l{) nr(nrth ()l

the llnrncial 1'clr 2fi)8.
rrrorc than 792,0fi) 6:oplc
wcnr ahrlrad. which is
88.25? rnort' than lh(tse ()f
prer,ious l'inrncial vcar.
Alicr long l0 ycars rrf stop-
pag(' ol' r('cnritrnclll
Malaysia irgain ht-gan to
rccnlil Birn-rln(lc\lli worli.rs
lirrnr Ocn)hcr. 1006.
Sirrrilarlv alicr lorrg l2 yean

sloppagc of rcchritNcnl, lhc
Ranglatlcshi workcrr again
hegan k) go t0 Orna,r liorn
Novcrnht'r 2007. Thc nr-w
lah()ur nrrrkelt fr rr thc
Bangladcshi tlrxLcrs havr
hccn rpcncd in ('anada.
Ronrania, Russia arrd Surlirn.
'lhe fenritle rvorkcrs are alyr
gclting opporlurily lo go
lhrrrad.

Rccaurc ol' irrlcrDirlio,ral
dcprcssi(nr thu rjenrarrd lirr
t)ur exp0rttllle goods h:ts
lallcn. At lhe son|c lirne lhc
cxgrn valttc has also
rlnrpperJ. Wc should kccp in
mind thilt our crF)rl seclor
is srnall and rnr,st ol lhe
rnirnprrvcr is scrrrislilletl anrl
unrkill!'(l htxrurs. Il llc crn
cxlrl t) s(,rDc ex(cnl rlxnc
slillcd manErwcr. lh.' coull-

Mi(ldlc lir\l crnrnlr y Irirq
\vill rccnrit ir hur. nrrrtrr ()l'

wotkers fronr llanrladt'sh
for its rc-stnrcturirg arrd rt'
builtlirrs. l-ihla hxs irlrcadv
arrrrounccd thnl il \r'ould
recruil nxrrc workers fronr
Bangladcsh. A Rinrlirdesh
Rank rcprcscnll|ti!(' thint:i
tltal lrorld rcccs\i,nr rn:rY nol
hud rs ir \\,. .,,u ..,'i'ltttt
rnilliofl t IS d(lll;rr every
rnr)Dlh liom w0rlcr\' rcmit
txnces. Wc sho[kl lrcF ill
mild rhrl olrr arF,rt hasket
is srnfill illrd inost 0flllc nu
In,\rcr r\ \.rnr\lill('(l rrd
un\lil[\, lirlurs. Il $. can
(',(flilrl kt \()trlc .\l(Dl rrrr[t'
skillcd rrr:rrr;rrscr. lhr coun
lry wortkl c.rnr rvrrc rcrlil
lanccs. lll,r!,1:(lii\h rc{'d\ li)
huild ttp a larr:c lrrrcrrn
crchangc rcrrrvcs as tt largc
lv tlcJ'entl:, ,rr inrB'rr\. A\
lh. c{)ulrlry'\ c\|]lrn bilrlcl i\
rntall ut rhorkl (in|(cnlralc
rtrt sctttlinu nnrc slillcrl Jx'rr
plc hnr:r(l r,r lckt irxlre litt
ti!:n trr Itirn!{

We should keep in mind that our expon basket is
small and most of the manpower is semiskilled and

unskilled. lf we can export more skilled manpower, the
country could earn more from workers' remittances.

Bangladesh needs to build up a large foreign
exchange reserves as it largely depends on

imports, writes M Azizur Rahman
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try rvorrftl t'arn nxrrc rcrnil'
linccs. Birn{ladesh ncrds to
huild up a largt'krreigl
cxchnn8c rcscrvcs as il
largcll' rlcpcnt!s on inrF)rts.
As tllclj()unlrr's crlxrfl has

kct is sorall rvc slrorrkl trrrl
cenlrltlc 0n st'rrrlirrg rrrrrc
skillcd peoplc ahroatl lo
tetch tnore forcign
clcharrgc.

'l he t()(n, rronlbcrs r)[
Banglaclcsh cnrrgrarts nrc
nL'arly (r0 nrillxnr. llllll of
thcrn nrc rr\idinS rn diffcrcnt
Mirl(lk''liI'sl counrric\
Recartsc of lhc tlcprcssior. u

Ierv of 0ur scrni-slillcd
workcn hcve alrcady hcgun
rclurnillg litl,ll sorrr ol tlrc
Mirldlt- l::rst (r'rrntr i.\ irn(l
lionr South [in\t A\iir nnd
Mrlilv\in. Ihc wrr 3ltickc,r


